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Fifty Years after the Theory of “Overground Yomi-no-kuni”:
How Should the Land of the Dead Be Interpreted Now?

Sukeyuki Miura

In 1982 a new theory about “Yomi-no-kuni” was advanced that it lies not underground but
overground because in his visit to the land of the dead Izanaki reached “sakamoto” or the foothills.
After making it clear why the theory made out of a trifling misreading has come to be accepted,
this paper considers a more methodological way of interpreting the myth on the basis of the
previous studies of ancient literature. In so doing I will also suggest how to read the mythical
world of Kojiki.

Inside and Outside of “Manyo” Songs:
The Points and Lines of the Literary Sphere of Dazaifu

Makoto Ueno

The aim of this article is to introduce my own research on Manyo-shit while overviewing the
fifty-year achievements of its studies. In my research I focus on the literary sphere of Dazaifu to
consider how the inside and the outside of literature can be negotiated. Although the importance
of interdisciplinary studies has been long advocated, what is really important is what academic
contributions they can make. To demonstrate it here I will delineate how I am pursuing my
research on the literary sphere of Dazaifu with the help of history, archeology, and historical
geography.

Yesterday and Today of Ancient Literature Studies:
What Is Its Erroneous Turning Point?

Osamu Hirota

Is the postwar history of ancient literature studies really that of progress and development?
While the field has been increasingly specialized and subdivided, it cannot help but be faced with
unprecedented difficulties in the age of information technology. No wonder if it will become totally
closed or obsolete. In such a critical situation one of the most imperative tasks is negotiations
between oral literature and written literature. The Japanese Literature Association must play an
important role in addressing this cross-disciplinary agenda.

Japanese Literature, February 2021, Vol. 70-2, No. 812
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